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WIFFLE BALLERS RAISE MAJOR LEAGUE MONEY 

FOR HEARING IMPAIRED CHILDREN


NY Yankees Outfielder CURTIS PRIDE set a goal of $15,000 to be raised at this year’s 2nd ANNUAL PALM BEACH WIFFLE BALL WORLD SERIES. He along with forty-eight WIFFLE Ball teams of four reached that goal plus a little extra. The one-day charity event, held on Saturday, November 15th at Village Park in Wellington, FL, raised over $17,000 for Pride’s foundation – Together With Pride Foundation, Inc.  – a non-profit formed by Curtis & his wife, Lisa, to help hearing impaired children.

Pride, also hearing impaired, is one of only 5 deaf ballplayers in Major League Baseball history. This season, Curtis hit a home run in his first start with the NY Yankees (vs the Boston Red Sox at Yankee Stadium). The homer resulted in a curtain call for the veteran, but now Pride is tipping his cap to the South Florida community that turned out to support his WIFFLE Ball tournament. 

Over 600 fans and participants enjoyed a sunny day at the WIFFLE Ball parks that Pride and volunteer workers created along with help from the Village of Wellington Parks and Recreation Department. A standing ovation goes to the tourney’s host sponsor – the Village of Wellington along with Parks & Recreation Director, Debbie Brisson -- for their immense support.

Wifflers were treated to an Opening Ceremony that included Hall of Famer Gary Carter tossing out the 1st WIFFLE pitch and ESPN announcer Dave O’Brien (Wellington resident) as the Master of Ceremonies. World-renown bagpiper Rob Latimer played “America The Beautiful”.

Other celebrity ballplayers and participants included Wellington residents – Rheal Cormier (Philadelphia Philles pitcher); Luis Alicea (retired Major Leaguer); Sean Burnett (Pittsburgh Pirates pitcher); Dick Sanford (FL Marlins Public Address Announcer); & Wellington Mayor Tom Wenham. Former John I Leonard pitching star Ryan Ketchner, who is also deaf and pitches in the Seattle Mariners organization, wow-ed the crowd with his WIFFLE Ball skills along with 1st year pro Jarrod Saltalamacchia (Atlanta Braves). 
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A big draw was the National League’s ESPN Radio 760 Division that included FL Marlins pitching coach - Wayne Rosenthal; Jay Crawford – host of ESPN2’s new morning show “Cold Pizza”; ESPN Radio 760 announcers -- Steve Politziner & Lance Davis; and a four-some of Major League & Minor League Baseball Trainers. Cameras and a production crew followed the ESPN2 “Cold Pizza” team around for most of the day capturing all of their WIFFLE Ball highlights. Pride’s unique charity event was featured nationally on Monday’s (Nov. 17th) “Cold Pizza” show on ESPN2. 

Rosey (Rosenthal) surprised Pride with a World Series ball signed by the entire Florida Marlins Championship team. The ball was placed in the event’s Silent Auction – and was an immediate hit. The Marlins team ball went for $300 – more than the NY Yankees team ball. An authentic game jersey of NY Yankees pitcher – Andy Pettite – went for $500. The Silent Auction raised over $4,000 for Pride’s foundation.

Entertaining the youngsters and the young-at-heart were team mascots from the Florida Marlins, Jupiter Hammerheads, Palm Beach Cardinals, and the Florida Panthers. The Famous San Diego Chicken was up to his “old tricks” during the semi-finals and Championship game. Inbetween stunts, the popular Chicken autographed photos & t-shirts for fans.

A Home Run Derby champion was crowned before the playoff games started. Rafael Pelaez of the Stooges team cranked out more round-trippers than any other slugger in this Derby which was formatted similar to the Major League version.

The best idea of the day went to Brisson who offered the four teams with the highest bids a chance to reach the playoffs. Without hesitation, Burnett bid $500 for his team – the Phat Dudes -- to keep playing. Other teams quickly followed suit and an additional $1,000 was raised for hearing impaired children.

As the sunset and the ballpark lights came on, four teams (The Wiggler’s, REW Materials, Carolina Clubs, & RU4PRIDE) battled to be called tournament champs. Pride made sure fans knew that these final three games were special. He brought in announcers Sanford and Dave Van Horne, the Florida Marlins radio broadcaster, along with Major League umpires, Ed Rapuano and Angel Hernandez. All three games were played on the prestigious Championship Field sponsored by Atty. Shane L. Stafford. 

REW Materials and The Wiggler’s emerged as the last two teams standing. Before the teams took the field, Sanford and Van Horne announced each player as they lined up for the singing of the National Anthem. Katie Roberts, a middle school student at Western Pines, belted out her country version of “The Star-Spangled Banner” which drew thunderous applause from the crowd.
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The Championship Game was a close one and the competitive juices were up. Even though the players were there to raise money for hearing impaired children; a World Series title was on the line. 

As the Florida Marlins did throughout the playoffs and in the World Series, REW Materials won this Fall Classic, 2-1, in dramatic fashion. Rick Krupa doubled in the winning run, and just like that the Championship hardware belonged to team REW. WIFFLE Ball trophies donated by Scotty’s Sport Shop were awarded to both teams. Most likely, these shiny red & blue trophies will decorate mantles and office desks of the proud athletes. 

Jim Krupa was named tournament MVP. It was sweet revenge for Krupa who played on last year’s runner-up team. This year, Krupa was joined by two other family members, Rick & Tom Krupa along with Bert Giumetti on REW Materials to win it all. Chad Upson, Ted Jackson, Billy Shore, & Brian Holden filled out The Wiggler’s roster. Immediately after the game, The Wiggler’s vowed to return next year to capture the crown.

In the end, it wasn’t the WIFFLE Ballers that were the winners, but it was the hearing impaired children that will receive new hearing aids, scholarship money to attend college, and other help through the proceeds from the 2nd ANNUAL PALM BEACH WIFFLE BALL WORLD SERIES. Pride couldn’t be more proud of the community and all those that made this special day a success.

Pride is currently signing up sponsors and teams for next year’s 

3rd ANNUAL PALM BEACH WIFFLE BALL WORLD SERIES.
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE NOW FOR HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS ON THE FOUNDATION’S WEBSITE:

www.togetherwithpride.org


EVENT SPONSORS include:


VILLAGE OF WELLINGTON – HOST SPONSOR

ESPN 760AM – RADIO SPONSOR, The Palm Beach Post, Shane L. Stafford, P.A., The Center for Bone & Joint Surgery, E.R. Bradley’s, Home Depot-Okeechobee Blvd., Alamo-West Palm Beach, Blockbuster-Wellington, Comprehensive Hand & Physical Therapy, HEARX, Foamcube, Brill Hygienic Products, Jersey Mike’s Royal Palm Beach, Palms West Surgical Center, Deaf Service Center of Palm Beach County, Fiesta Rentals, Southern Printing, Domino’s Pizza-Wellington, Holiday Inn West Palm Beach-Turnpike, The WIFFLE Ball Inc., 

Bank of America-Wellington, Scotty’s Sport Shop, Royal Palm Ale House & Sports Bar, Professional Concessions, Inc., West Construction, Inc., Prescription Plus, Inc., Musco Sports Lighting, & U-Store-It.

