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November 11, 2003

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

HALL OF FAMER Gary Carter TO TOSS OUT 1ST WIFFLE PITCH

HALL OF FAME CATCHER GARY CARTER is slated to toss out the 1st WIFFLE pitch at the 2ndAnnual Palm Beach WIFFLE Ball World Series on Saturday, November 15th. Carter joins Major Leaguer Curtis Pride who is hosting this charity tournament to be played at Village Park-Pierson Road in Wellington, FL. Opening Ceremonies will start at 10 AM.
Known as “The Kid”, Gary was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, NY this year. The 11-time All Star catcher spent 19 seasons in the Major Leagues with the Montreal Expos, NY Mets, LA Dodgers, & San Francisco Giants. As the Mets backstop in 1986, Carter led NY to a World Series Championship over the Boston Red Sox.

Even though his playing career has come to an end, Carter remains active in baseball. He was a TV announcer for the Florida Marlins; and he continues to coach and instruct for Major League Baseball organizations.

Gary is an active community resident of Palm Beach Gardens, FL. Plus, he continues to give back through:The Gary Carter Foundation (www.thegarycarterfoundation.com)

Also on Pride’s line-up, the FL Marlins TV & Radio broadcasters will lend their

announcing skills to Pride’s unique, charity WIFFLE Ball event. Radio play-by-play announcer Dave Van Horne will broadcast the playoffs & championship game. Dick Sanford, Marlins P.A. announcer will showcase his skills in the Home Run Derby. Former Marlins broadcaster & now full-time ESPN baseball announcer, Dave O’Brien will be the Master of Ceremonies at the start of the tournament at 10AM. Sanford & O’Brien (along with Pride) are all residents of Wellington.

Sign up your teams now if you want to have a chance to play against the

WORLD CHAMPION FLORIDA MARLINS! A team from the Marlins clubhouse staff including pitching coach Wayne Rosenthal will participate in the tournament.

Fresh from the World Series, Billy the Marlin can’t wait to see all of his West

Palm Beach FL Marlins fans.

· 
All proceeds from this event will go to the Together With Pride Foundation, Inc., a 

non-profit charity that was formed by Pride to help hearing impaired children. Pride, also hearing impaired, is one of only 5 deaf baseball players in Major League Baseball history.
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48 TEAMS ARE SIGNED UP TO PLAY!
Forty-eight teams will compete for the Palm Beach WIFFLE Ball World Series Championship trophy. Among these amateur wifflers, professional baseball players Rheal Cormier (Phillies), Todd Pratt (Phillies), Sean Burnett (Pirates organization), Ryan Ketchner (Mariners organization), & Luis Alicea (15 yrs. in MLB) will also be playing on separate teams for the crown.

Major League Umpires Ed Rapuano & Angel Hernandez will call the balls and strikes for select games.

A $5 donation admission (12 yrs. old & under FREE) is appreciated at the tournament.

Pro baseball player Curtis Pride (NY Yankees, Atlanta Braves, Boston Red Sox, Detroit Tigers, & Montreal Expos) hit a home run in his 1st start at Yankee Stadium this summer, and now he’s going to bat for hearing impaired children this fall.

Pride is currently organizing the 2nd Annual Palm Beach WIFFLE Ball World Series. This charity event will take place Saturday, November 15th at Village Park (Pierson Road) in Wellington (10AM). The Village of Wellington is the Host Sponsor.
Many pro baseball players & local celebrities will once again participate in this “one-of-a-kind” charity event. The popular San Diego Chicken will entertain the fans along with team mascots from the FL Marlins & Jupiter Hammerheads. The whole family will get involved when RadioDisney makes an appearance! Fans will also get to play against teams from ESPN2’s “Cold Pizza” morning show & ESPN RADIO 760. 

EVENT SPONSORS include:


VILLAGE OF WELLINGTON – HOST SPONSOR

ESPN 760AM – RADIO SPONSOR, The Palm Beach Post, The Center for Bone & Joint Surgery, Prescriptions Plus, Inc., Shane L. Stafford, P.A., West Construction, Inc.,

Musco Sports Lighting, Professional Concessions, Inc., E.R. Bradley’s, Home Depot-Okeechobee Blvd., Alamo-West Palm Beach, Blockbuster-Wellington, Comprehensive Hand & Physical Therapy, HEARX, Foamcube, Brill Hygienic Products, Jersey Mike’s Royal Palm Beach, 

Palms West Surgical Center, Deaf Service Center of Palm Beach County, Fiesta Rentals, Southern Printing, Domino’s Pizza-Wellington, Holiday Inn West Palm Beach-Turnpike, 

The WIFFLE Ball Inc., Bank of America-Wellington, Scotty’s Sport Shop, Royal Palm Ale House & Sports Bar, & U-Store-It.

Other Activities include: A Silent Auction with sports memorabilia including autographed items from future Hall of Famers Roger Clemens & Cal Ripken, Jr., and more!!!


